
The Friends of Willow River and Kinnickinnic State Parks would like to invite you and your 
students to experience our nature-based programs this year! Move the classroom out-of-doors and 
spend time exploring everything nature has to offer with our Naturalist at Willow River State Park. 
Programs are typically 1.5 to 2.5 hours long and allow free time to explore the Nature Center, 
discover our playgrounds or hit the hiking trails. Below you will find our programs and suggested 
grade levels. We can modify programs to fit grade levels, interests and/or time needs. Costs are 
$2/per hour/per student. We hope you find something below that you and your students will love! 

Willow River State Park  
Field Trip Programs

Terrific Trees 
Kindergarten  
Come explore the parts of a 
tree both inside and out and 
learn why they are so 
important to us and wildlife. 
Then go on a hike to identify 
trees and make leaf rubbings.  

Animal Detectives 
Kindergarten - 2nd Grade  
Analyze animal tracks, scat, 
and other signs to uncover 
who’s been in the area and 
then go on a hike to find 
animal clues along the Hidden 
Ponds Trail.  

Diggin’ Down Deep 
1st Grade  
Investigate different properties, 
strengths and purposes of 
rocks. See geology up close as 
you walk to the edge of the last 
Wisconsin Glacier.  

Incredible insects 
1st grade 
Learn what makes a bug 
different from other animals. 
Use your imagination to create 
your own insect and then go 
outside and see how many you 
can catch and observe. 

Wonderful Weather 
2nd Grade  
Become a meteorologist and 
observe the weather, create 
your own wind-sock and 
experiment with the science 
behind clouds, rain, and air. 

Nature’s Recyclers  
2nd Grade 
Explore how nature recycles by 
hiking through the life cycle of 
a tree. Play log tag and learn 
what types of organisms live 
inside a log. 

How Can I Help? 
2nd-4th grade 
Learn how peoples past, 
present and future choices will 
affect the local and global 
environment. Brainstorm how 
you can make a difference in 
the environment with hands-on 
lessons. 

Water, Water Everywhere 
3rd grade 
See what happens to the Willow 
River with everyday activities. 
Then create your own aquifer 
and see how well you can 
prevent it from becoming 
polluted. 

Animal Adaptations 
3rd-4th grade 
Learn why animals adapt and 
evolve overtime. 
Explore the difference between 
“antlers” and “horns” and 
create your own adaptation. 

The Lowdown on 
Landforms  
4th-5th Grade 
Explore the amazing landforms 
of Willow River State Park. 
Learn how we can protect one 
of our most important ones, the 
Willow River by constructing 
your own erosion and pollution 
control plan.  

Rowing Down The River 
5th Grade  
Dive into the Willow River with 
hands-on water quality testing. 
Learn about the keystone 
species living in these waters 
and then build your own 
watershed and see what 
happens when it rains.  

All ages are welcome for: Live 
animal encounters, 
geocaching, snowshoeing, 
scavenger hunting, and more!

Reservations are required. Scheduling will be on a first-come, first-served basis. We will try to 

accommodate all requests that come in. To request a Field Trip Program please contact the 

Naturalist at 715-386-9340 or send an email to: naturecenter@willowkinnifriends.org Thank you!!
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